SWEFFLING PARISH COUNCIL

Location: Sweffling Village Hut, The Street, Sweffling
Date: Tuesday 14th February 2023. Time: 7:30pm
Minutes of Meeting

1. Attendance and apologies:
Present: John Stanley (Chairman), Professor John Tesh, Audrey Lummis, Amanda Daniel, Jill Abbott
No members of the public.
Apologies from: Jude Chin and Julia Kinsey.

2. To receive declarations of interest and to consider requests for dispensations: There were no such requests

3. Minutes of the previous meetings:
a). It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 10/01/23 are a correct record. Accordingly, the Chair was unanimously authorised to sign off the same.

b). Matters arising from the minutes.
The Hedgerow Survey of 1998 - 2013. Jenny Tyson and Geoffrey Abbott - Sweffling contributors - have been asked if they have the report.
An advert for a new clerk appears on the SALC website, but as yet there are no returns.
Mike Smithson has discontinued the old Village Website under Wix as requested.
JS completed the precept request and submitted it to ESDC.

4.  Public participation incl. Police, District & County Councillors’ reports.
Maurice Cook our ES District Councillor has sent his report, but none has been received from Stephen Burroughes or the Police. JS will try to find out why not.

5.  Village Matters
a) Report by JS regarding recent Webinar about forthcoming elections JS spoke about the mechanics of the forthcoming election on 4th May. 
16th March election papers are issued which must be delivered to The District Council offices by 4pm on 4th April. With no clerk, there is no electoral role to check who can propose/second those who want to stand for election as Parish Councillor. Publication of those standing will be 4pm, 5th April. If an election needs to be held there will be considerable cost to the Parish.

Those intending to vote will need to take photo ID with them. Laura Mann is to be asked to put this information on the website. Posters needed to advertise this information.

The first meeting of the new Parish Council needs to be held before 25th May (the May meeting is scheduled to be Tuesday 9th). The first item on the agenda will be to elect a chairman. Details are available on the District Council website.

b) Update on Jubilee Field and the mower.
The Woodland Trust trees are being delivered to JT some time between 6th & 17th March. The packs of 420 trees are for year round colour:- hazel, rowan, silver birch, hawthorn, dogwood & wild cherry; including spiral guards and canes.
There was discussion about the preparation of the hedge planting strip on the southern edge of the Jubilee Field, availability of water (AD to make enquiries), protection from deer etc. JT to make contact re. moving a bowser into place. JS will contact volunteers to tackle the bramble patches, any dead trees and use the wheeled strimmer on dead grass. Possible dates for clearing 25th February or 4th March.

JT had been contacted by Andy Franklin to say that the PC mower has deteriorated quite a bit. It was resolved that it should be removed from AF's property as soon as possible. JK to be asked if the secure container has been sourced to house it on the field although, the mower may now have to be scrapped.
c) Coronation Celebrations

Possible plans to hold a 'cricket match' on the Townland Trust Field have been suggested by Geoffrey Boult, asking if Rendham would join us.  JA asked if SPC would help fund a marquee for the event.  JS agreed this could be supported. 
d)  ESDC Grant

 JA reported that the Village Hut had benefited from an ESDC Community Grant Scheme ‘Ease the Squeeze’ which has enabled the Hut Committee to organise a warm space once a week, so that villagers could feel socially connected. It is available for anyone to work or socialise. Food and drink is free to all from 10am - 5pm and will continue until the end of March or Easter.


e) Wi-Fi installation

Wi-Fi is being installed at the Hut this week with the PC paying for the installation £130. The Hut Committee are paying the monthly rental.(JA)


6. Finances. Income and payments.
JS reported that on 2nd February the PC accounts stood thus:
Community A/C. £2742.08
Business. A/C. £4873.65
The Hut hire charge still needed to be paid.

7. Planning. - no new planning applications have been received


8. Correspondence.
JS reported that Sovereign had completed the annual safety inspection of play equipment on the Jubilee Field.

JA reported that she and Laura Mann had contacted parishioners re. Methods of Communication in the village. LM has sent a document analysing the various platform preferences. JS said this would become important when we are considering the Emergency Village Plan.
LM is hoping to send email village news on alternate months from The Bridge. JS said others may be interested in helping.

9. Questions to the chair
The Flower show is on April 1st and AL asked whether the Litter Pick would be organised on the same day in the morning. JK to be consulted. Advertisements would be needed.

10. To confirm the date and time of the next meeting.
Sweffling Parish Council's next meeting is on14th March 2023 at 7.30pm at Sweffling Hut.

JS thanked all for attending. The meeting closed at 9.05pm

                                                                                        Minutes by JA.
