Swefling Parish Council
Minutes

Location: Sweffling Village Hut, The Street, Sweffling

Date: Tuesday 10th January 2023, commencing at 7.30pm

1. Attendence and Apologies
Present: John Stanley (JS) Chairman, Audrey Lummis (AL), Amanda Daniel (AD), Jill Abbott (JA) & Jude Chin (JC).
Apologies were received and accepted from: John Tesh, & Julia Kinsey.
No members of the public were present.

2. To Receive declarations of interest and to consider requests for dispensations.
No declarations of interest or requests for dispensations were received.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting:
a) The minutes of the previous meeting, having been read were signed by JS as a true record, were unanimously agreed.

b) Matters Arising.
JS reported that he had contacted County Council reception re. Stephen Burroughes, who is at work but very busy.

 JT had reported to JS that when the trees are to be planted as a hedgerow in the Jubilee Field, we will need extra help. He is contacting local farmers. JS has also spoken to Lindsay Jennings about the trees. JA promised to find the Document on The Suffolk Hedgerow Survey 1998 -2012.   Sweffling hedgerows were surveyed by Jenny Tyson and Geoffrey Abbott.

JK has received a quote for a secure unit to house the mower, to be located on the concrete base behind Blyth Villas. SB has asked for 2 quotes and may be able to support this.

JS has put an advert with SALC re clerk. Rendham are also looking for one, Bruisyard also have an advert and have found someone. The possibility of sharing a clerk with surrounding parishes was discussed.

The chickens wandering around the village were found to be locked up so notes through doors were not required re. Bird Flu legislation.

Wi-Fi installation at the Hut has been delayed, JA reported.

4. Public participation incl. Police, District and County Councillor’s Reports. None present and JS unable to access any emails to date. Maurice Cook’s emails in particular are not accessible due to the previous clerk’s Microsoft account being linked. JS needs to sort this out with Erica Spall.


(N.B. District Councillor Maurice Cook’s report was later forwarded to councillors by JS.)

5. Village Matters
a) PC Website. AD has asked Mike Smithson to discontinue the Wix website now that Suffolkonline is up and running. Laura Mann is to be thanked for doing a brilliant job with the new website.
b) Election May 4th 2023. JS will not stand again as chairman if re-elected.
There is a webinar next Tuesday January 17th 2pm through Zoom run by SALC regarding Town and Parish Council Clerks on election procedures.
If 7 or less councillors stand in May - all will be elected. More than 7 will spark an election with considerable cost to the Parish.
c) Jubilee Field and Mower. The digger has at last been removed. Security of the field now needs to be maintained and the hedges established.

6. Finances
James Rogers has been paid up- to - date for mowing the Jubilee Field. There are no unexpected expenditures. £168 Hut hire now needs paying. The VAT returns need to be reclaimed but JC is on top of the finances and thanks go to him.

There was discussion about the clerk’s salary and possible election expenses in order to set the precept. JC proposed and JS seconded that the precept should be set at the same percentage from each household as last year. This was unanimously agreed.

7. Planning
2 planning applications have been received:
DC/22/4937/FUL. Poplar Farm Barn - dormer window
DC/224888/FUL & DC/22/4889/LBC Old Rectory - alterations at the back of the property.
There were no objections to either.

8. Correspondence
The email problems need to be resolved.

9. Questions to the Chair
JA suggested the Emergency Plan be resurrected as rural communities are in many ways being forgotten. JS suggested we look at best practice from other parishes. We need to make sure we have control.

10. Date of next meeting
Tuesday 14th February 7.30pm at Sweffling Hut.

The meeting concluded at 8.55pm. Minutes by J Abbott.

